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WELLINGTON, SATURDAY, MAY 29, 1847.
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HE'LIEUTENANT GOVERNOR has

been  pleased to direct the publication
of the following Extracts of Despatches from
Captain Laye commanding the Troops at
Wi i; and Hrs Excerpency  gladly
avails himself of the opportunity thus affor-
ded him, of publicly recording his entire
approbation of the gallantry and perseverance
displayed, under circumstances of great dif-
ficulty, by Captain Laye, 58th Regiment,
and the officers, non-commissioned officers,
aud men, composing the Force under Cap.
tain Laye’s command.

By His Excrrrency’s Command,

M. Ricumonp,
Superintendent.

Wellingtop; 29th May, 1847.

Upper Stockade, Wanganui,
20tk May, 1847.

Siwr,—I have the honor to report that
yesterday morning (19th May), between 11
and 12 o’clock, large bodies of Natives were
observed approaching the Town in different
directions ; some of the armed Settlers, about
20, kept a portion in check for a short time,
but were obliged to retire on the Town.

The enemy had possession of all the hills,
and several clay houses about the outskirts
of the Town, which afforded them strong
natural breastworks, and kept up a fire for
5 hours at the Upper Stockade, but princi~

pally on the Town Stockade, under cotimand
pf Captain Hardy, 58th Regiment. and the
Gun-boit under Lieutenant Holmes, R. N.,
H. M. S. Calliope, which he had mqved

down the river to 8ank the Town Stockade;
several shot and shell with musketry were
fired from the Upper and Town Stockades-
and Gun boat w1thout bemg able to dnlodge

i them. -

From the numerous detached partxes df~
the enemy, they being about 300 strong,.
with large parties in reserve, I was utterly
unable to send a sufficient number of men:
to drive them out, and hold my three Stock-
ades; some were so daring as to come and
fire within 30 yards of our guns and
Stockade.

Under cover of darkness-I determined to
take the {wo clay houses, which I considered
the enemy were still in possession of: I
therefore ordered 120 mgen, with a propor-
tion of non-commissioned officers from the
three Stockades, and forty armed Settlers,
to be divided into two divisions, one under
command of Captain Hardy, with Ensign
Barker, 58th Regt., to attack the clay house
belonging to Captain Campbell, the other
party, commanded by Lieuteuant Bulneavis,
with Licutenant Pedder, 58th Regt., to take
possession of Mr, Churton’s house, and a
clay one adjoining, and the Sand-hills;
the. troops being covered by the fire from
the Gun-boat, On the parties reaching the
houses (which I ordered to be burnt) I re-
gret to say it was found the enemy had de-
camped in the night with plunder. X should
report the troops proceeded to their work
half an hour before daylight. The fnendly
Natives reported this morning the enemy’s
loss to be, two chiefs killed (one supposed



" mention the exemplary and good

to be. Maketu, the chief lately pardoned),
and ten wounded. Iam happy to Yy we
- had no casualty on our side, I

1 have to thankCapmn Hnrdy;;the-
giment (who in his Report to me
high terme of thlie almncigeﬁex byhu)n
from Epsign Middleton, 58t Regiment),
for. the suppor} snd & vice he bes at all
times rendered we.© In fact,
I have received -from Lieutenant -Pag
Acting Adjutant, Licutenant Balnaevi
Acting Assistant Engineer, to D. A. C.

»s'reatest satisfaction ; nor cw

the non-commissioned o
the Porce under my command.

Bpes ﬁorfthe pmewe:thyand ve.
beifartified bis honse, . 'whxch -

/» £23 m ’
Hardy‘; Mchment, Town Stockade.
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J. H. L.

Lisutenant-Colonel M‘M 2

ommonding Troops,
. &'0 &c . &c- .
Welhngton

o Upper :Smkcdc Wasgm, :
T Yaw m~ 21;:31%1847

that yesterday the enemy wue?&mvﬁy::
g on the hills, ap arently very discom-

d and Tutua, a cluef belong-
Taripgakuri’s tribe, killed; and a
gnrober wontded than mentloned in
‘of yesterday’s date; to-day .
ve burped Dr, Wilﬂon s houu.

"ce’oftheGlm»boat bemgm-
irm}the_ﬁnng on 19th May I,‘W‘m’ »

, 80 88 £0 move down the river to the :
bn' ‘of “vessels coming in, or troop.

1 ‘bave’ tlnes ‘honor tfo be,




